
Definitions for Karpos 

Thayer 

2735  karpo,j  

karpo,j, karpou/, o` (cf. Latin carpo; A-S. hearf-est (harvest i. e. the ingathering of crops); Curtius, sec. 42); Hebrew yrIP.; 
from Homer down; fruit; 
 
1. properly:  the fruit of trees, Matt. 12:33; 21:19; Mark 11:14; Luke 6:44; 13:6f; of vines, Matt. 21:34; Mark 12:2; Luke 

20:10; 1 Cor. 9:7; of the fields, Luke 12:17; Mark 4:29; 2 Tim. 2:6; (James 5:7); blasta,nein, James 5:18; poiei/n, to bear 

fruit (after the Hebrew yrIP. hf'[' (see poie,w, I. 1 e.)), Matt. 3:10; 7:17-19; 13:26; Luke 3:9; 11:43; 8:8; 13:9; Rev. 22:2; 

dido,nai, Matt. 13:8; Mark 4:7f; fe,rein, Matt. 7:18 T WH; John 12:24; 15:2,4f; (trop.  John 15:8,16); avpodido,nai, to yield 

fruit, Rev. 22:2; to render (pay) the fruit, Matt. 21:41; by a Hebraism, ò karpo,j th/j koili,aj, i. e. the unborn child, Luke 

1:42 (!j,B, yrIP., Deut. 28:4, where the Septuagint ta, e;kgona th/j koili,aj); th/j ovsfu,oj the fruit of one's loins, i. e. his 

progeny, his posterity, Acts 2:30 (Gen. 30:2; Ps. 126:3 (Ps. 127:3 ); 131:11 (Ps. 132:11); Micah 6:7); cf. Winer's Grammar, 
33 (32). 
 
2. Metaphorically, that which originates or comes from something; an effect, result; a. equivalent to e;rgon, work, act, 

deed:  with the genitive of the author, tou/ pneu,matoj, Gal. 5:22; tou/ fwto,j, Eph. 5:9 (Rec.  tou/ pneu,matoj); th/j 
dikaiosu,nhj, Phil. 1:11 (cf. b. below); of Christian charity, i. e. benefit, Rom. 15:28; karpo,n polu,n fe,rein, to accomplish 

much (for the propagation of Christianity and its furtherance in the souls of men), John 15:8,16 ; used of men's deeds as 
exponents of their hearts (cf. Winer's Grammar, 372 (348)), Matt. 7:16,20; avgaqoi,, James 3:17; karpoi, th/j basilei,aj 
tou/ Qeou/, deeds required for the attainment of salvation in the kingdom of God, Matt. 21:43; poiei/n karpou,j avxi,ouj th/j 
metanoi,aj, to exhibit deeds agreeing with a change of heart, Matt. 3:8; Luke 3:8 (cf. a;xia th/j metanoi,aj e;rga 
pra,ssein, Acts 26:20), b. advantage, profit, utility:  Phil. 1:22; 4:17; e;cein karpo,n, to get fruit, Rom. 1:13; 6:21f; th/j 
dikaiosu,nhj, benefit arising from righteousness (others make it genitive of apposition, Winer's Grammar, sec. 59, 8 a.), 

Heb. 12:11; which consists in righteousness (genitive of apposition), James 3:18 (cf. Phil. 1:11 in a. above, and Meyer ad 
loc.; Prov. 11:30; Amos 6:12). c. by a Hebraism oì karpoi, tw/n ceile,wn, praises, which are presented to God as a 

thank-offering: Heb. 13:15 (Hos. 14:2; Prov. 12:14; 29:49 (Prov. 31:31)).  Cf. Winer's Grammar, 33 (32) note 1. d. 
suna,gein karpo,n eivj zwh,n aivw,nion, to gather fruit (i. e. a reaped harvest) into life eternal (as into a granary), is used in 

figurative discourse of those who by their labors have fitted souls to obtain eternal life, John 4:36.*  

 

L-N 

42.13  karpo,j, ou/ m: (a figurative extension of meaning of karpo,j 'fruit,' 3.33) the natural result of what has been done - 

'deed, activity, result of deeds.' avpo. tw/n karpw/n auvtw/n evpignw,sesqe auvtou,j 'you may know these people by the 

results of their deeds' or '... the results of what they do' Mt 7.16. 

BDAG 

3930  karpo,j  

• karpo,j, ou/, o` (Hom.+) ‘fruit’ (the sing. used collectively: Diod. S. 3, 24, 1). 

 
1. product or outcome of someth., fruit 
 
a. in a physical sense 
 
a. of plants: trees Mt 12:33; 21:19; Mk 11:14; Lk 6:44; 13:6f; IEph 14:2; Hs 1, 2, 1; 9, 1, 10; 9, 28, 1 and 3 (Did., Gen. 

86, 3). Of the fruit of the vine (Jos., Ant. 2, 67; Ath 22:6) Mt 21:34;  Mk 12:2; Lk 20:10; 1 Cor 9:7; 1 Cl 23:4; of a berry-
bush B 7:8. Of field crops (Diod. S. 4, 4, 2; Ps.-Phoc. 38; SibOr 4, 16; Hippol., Ref. 7, 29, 5) 2 Ti 2:6; 1 Cl 24:4; qualified 
by th/j gh/j Js 5:7a; cp. vs. 7b v.l.; 1 Cl 14:1 (Gen 4:3); GJs 3:3. suna,gein tou.j k. (Lev 25:3) Lk 12:17;  cp. J 4:36; 

o[tan paradoi/ ò k. when the (condition of the) crop permits Mk 4:29 (‘fruit’=grain as Ps.-Scylax, Peripl. §93 p. 36 Fabr. 

[purou.j k. kriqa,j]). blasta,nein to.n k. produce crops Js 5:18 (blasta,nw 1). poiei/n k. (=yrip. hf'[') bear or yield 

fruit (Gen 1:11f;  4 Km 19:30; Ezk 17:23; ParJer 9:16, 19.—Diosc., Mat. Med. 2, 195) Mt 3:10 (s. de,ndron); 7:17ff; 13:26; 

Lk 3:9; 6:43; 8:8; 13:9; Rv 22:2a. Also dido,nai (=yriP. !t;n"; Lev 26:20;  Dt 11:17; Ps 1:3; Zech 8:12) Mt 13:8; Mk 4:7f; 
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B 11:6 (Ps 1:3); Hs 2:4; 5, 2, 4. fe,rein (Apollon. Rhod. 4, 1396-99b; Jo 2:22; Hos 9:16; Jos., Ant. 3, 11; SibOr 2, 320; 

Did., Gen. 31, 3) Mt 7:18a v.l.; J 12:24 (of the resurrection: evkfe,rei 1 Cl 24:5); 15:2, 4; Hs 2:3, 8a. h` gh/ profe,rei tou.j 
k. auvth/j GJs 8:3. avpodido,nai bear fruit (Lev 26:4) Rv 22:2b; Hs 2:8b; cp. Hb 12:11, but pay a person a portion of the 

fruit Mt 21:41. genna/n k. qanathfo,ron bear deadly fruit ITr 11:1 (in imagery, s. b below). k. e;cein of trees Hs 9, 28, 3; of 

staffs 8, 1, 18; 8, 2, 1; 8, 3, 7; 8, 4, 6; 8, 5, 6; of Aaron’s staff (Num 17:23ff) 1 Cl 43:5. 
 
b. of a human being: Hebraistically of offspring o` k. th/j koili,aj the fruit of the womb (Gen 30:2; Ps 131:11; Mi 6:7; La 

2:20; TestAbr A 6 p. 83, 14 [Stone p. 14]; Mel., P. 52, 384 [since the central mng. of koili,a is someth. ‘hollow’, in the Ps 

and Mi pass. koili,a is used in the general sense of ‘body’ as the cavity from which someth. emanates]) Lk 1:42. tou/ mh. 
dou/nai, soi karpo,n=to grant you no children GJs 2:3; cp. 6:3 (s. b below). Fr. the standpoint of a father: o` k. th/j ovsfu,oj 
the fruit of his loins Ac 2:30; AcPl Ha 8, 14 (ivscu,oj Ox 1602, 12f//BMM recto 17). 

 
b. fig., in the spiritual (opp. physical) realm; sometimes the orig. figure is quite prominent; somet. it is more or less 
weakened: result, outcome, product (cp. Epict. 2, 1, 21 tw/n dogma,twn karpo,j; IPriene 112, 14 [I BC] mo,nh megi,stouj 
avpodi,dwsin karpou,j; Dio Chrys. 23 [40], 34 th/j e;cqraj karpo,j) k. tou/ pneu,matoj Gal 5:22 (a list of virtues following 

a list of vices as Cebes 19, 5; 20, 3; Ael. Aristid. 37, 27 K.=2 p. 27 D.). tou/ fwto,j Eph 5:9; k. polu.n fe,rein be very 

fruitful J 15:5, 8, 16. k. dikaiosu,nhj fruit of righteousness (cp. Epicurus, fgm. 519 dikaiosu,nhj karpo.j me,gistoj 
avtaraxi,a; Am 6:12;  Pr 11:30; 13:2; EpArist 232) Phil 1:11; Js 3:18; Hs 9, 19, 2a; cp. e;dwke,n moi ku,rioj … karpo.n 
dikaiosu,nhj auvtou/ GJs 6:3 (of the birth of Mary; s. b above); k. eivrhniko.j dikaiosu,nhj peaceful fruit of righteousness 

Hb 12:11. k. avlhqei,aj Hs 9, 19, 2b. The outcome of acting is a deed: avpo. tw/n karpw/n tinoj evpiginw,skein tina, 
know someone by the person’s deeds, as one knows a tree by its fruits Mt 7:16, 20; Hs 4:5 (Proverbia Aesopi 51 P.: 

Dh/loj e;legcoj ò karpo.j genh,setai Õ panto.j de,ndrou h.ën e;cei fu,sin=its fruit will be for every tree a clear proof of its 

nature). genna/n karpo.n qanathfo,ron bear deadly fruit ITr 11:1 (s. 1aa); moral performance as fruit vs. 2 (accord. to the 

imagery, Christians are branches of the cross as their trunk and their deeds are the produce). Fruit of martyrdom Hs 9, 28, 
4. poiei/n tou.j karpou.j auvth/j (=th/j basilei,aj t. qeou/) prove fruitful for the kingdom poiei/n karpo.n a;xion th/j 
metanoi,aj Mt 21:43. bear fruit consistent with repentance 3:8; the pl. in the parallel Lk 3:8 is farther removed fr. the orig. 

picture: karpoi, = e;rga (cp. Pr 10:16). karpoi. avgaqoi, Js 3:17. Cp. Dg 12:1. ti,na karpo.n a;xion … $dw,somen%* what 

fruit (are we to bring to Christ that would be) worthy of what he has given us? 2 Cl 1:3. Of the outcome of life in sin as well 

as in righteousness Ro 6:21f (of the results of evil e.g., Oenomaus fgm. 2m [in Eus., PE 5, 20, 10]); tacu.j k. (s. tac. 1a) 

2 Cl 20:3. After an upright life karpo.n prosdokw/n Dg 12:6; cp. 12:8; resurrection as the reward after a miserable life 

e;dontai th/j èautw/n o`dou/ tou.j k. 2 Cl 19:3.—avfV ou- karpou/ h`mei/j (the suffering of Jesus,) the fruit from which we 

are, i.e. from which we derive our identity as Christians (the cross is here viewed as a tree on which Jesus hangs as the 
fruit: Ignatius probably thinks of Christians as germinated seeds) ISm 1:2.—Of the proceeds of a collection Ro 15:28. 
 
c. Hebraistically, a praise-offering as karpo.j ceile,wn (Hos 14:3; Pr 18:20; 31:31 v.l.; PsSol 15:3) Hb 13:15. 

 
2. advantage, gain, profit (Polyaenus 3, 9, 1 k. th/j avndragaqi,aj; EpArist 260 sofi,aj k.; Philo, Fug. 176 evpisth,mhj; 
Jos., Ant. 20, 48 euvsebei,aj) k. e;rgou gain from the labor Phil 1:22. ouv do,ma, avlla. to.n karpo,n not the gift, but the 

advantage (accruing to the Philippians fr. their generous giving) 4:17; k. e;cein have fruit Ro 1:13.—B. 511. DELG 1 

karpo,j. EDNT. TW.  

 

THE THIRD BOOK OF HERMAS, CALLED SIMILITUDES (Hs 4:3-5) 

SIMILITUDE 4 
As in the summer the living trees are distinguished from the dry by their fruit and green leaves, so in the world 

to come the righteous will be distinguished from the unrighteous by their happiness.  

1. Again he showed me many other trees, some of which had leaves, and others appeared dry and 

withered. And he said to me, See these trees? I answered, Sir, I see them. Some are dry and others full of 

leaves. 

2. He said, These green trees are the righteous who will possess the world to come. For the world to come 

is the summer to the righteous, but it is the winter to sinners. 

3. When therefore the mercy of the Lord will shine forth, then they who serve God will be made evident 

and plain to all. For as in the summer the fruit of every tree is shown and made manifest, so also the 

works of the righteous will be declared and made manifest, and they will be restored in that world merry 

and joyful. 
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4. For the other kind of men, namely the wicked, like the trees which you saw dry, will be found just as 

dry and without fruit in that other world, and like dry wood will be burned; and it will be made clear 

that they have done evil all the time of their life;  

Compare with: "Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A 

good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither [can] a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth 

not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them." 

(Matthew 7:17-20)  

5. And they will be burned because they have sinned and have not repented of their sins. And also all the 

other nations will be burned, because they have not acknowledged God their Creator.  

Compare with: "The wicked shall be turned into hell, [and] all the nations that forget God." (Psalm 9:17)  

6. Therefore bring forth good fruit, so that in the summer your fruit may be known. Keep yourself from 

too much business, and you will not offend. For they who are involved in much business sin much, 

because they are taken up with their affairs and do not serve God. 

7. And how can a man that does not serve God, ask anything of God and receive it? But they who serve 

him, ask and receive what they desire. 

8. If a man has only one thing to follow, he may serve God because his mind is not taken off from God, 

and he serves him with a pure mind. 

9. If therefore you do this, you may have fruit in the world to come; and all, as many as will do the same, 

will bring forth fruit. 

 


